
FoodScape Contest Rubric 

Criteria/Points 3 2 1 0 
 
 

Water 
Conservation 

Principles 

Garden 
demonstrates 

advanced 
elements of water 

conservation 
including 

permaculture 

practices. 

Garden 
demonstrates 

basic elements of 
water 

conservation. 

There is evidence 
of at least one 
conservation 
method being 

used related to 
water. 

There is little to no 
evidence of water 

conservation being 
used in the 

garden. 

 
Soil 

Conservation 
Principles 

Garden 
demonstrates 

advanced 
elements of soil 

conservation. 

Garden 
demonstrates 

basic elements of 
soil conservation. 

There is evidence 
of at least one 
conservation 
method being 

used related to soil 
conservation. 

There is little to no 
evidence of soil 

conservation being 
used in the 

garden. 

 
Edible Plant 
Composition 

Garden 
Demonstrates that 
80-100% of plants 

are 
edible/medicinal. 

Garden 
Demonstrates that 
60-79% of plants 

are 
edible/medicinal. 

Garden 
Demonstrates that 
40-59% of plants 

are 
edible/medicinal. 

Below 39 % of 
plants are 

edible/medicinal. 

 
 
 

Planting for  
Long Term 

A variety of 
edible/medicinal 
perennials and 
native plants  

are used 
commensurate 

with the size of the 

garden. 

Either perennials 
or natives are 

present but not 
both. Elements 

present must be  
edible. 

Perennials and 
natives may be 
present but they 
are not 
edible/medicinal. 

No perennials or 
natives are 

present. 

 
 

 
Attractive Design 

Garden includes 
plants with 

different bloom 
times, compatible 
colors, plants of 

varied heights and 
shapes. 

Garden includes 
plants with at least 

2 of the following:  
different bloom 

times, compatible 
colors, plants of 

varied heights and 
shapes. 

Garden includes 
plants with at least 

1 of the following:  
different bloom 

times, compatible 
colors, plants of 

varied heights and 
shapes. 

Garden 
demonstrates no 

attractive nature. 

 
Creative 
Elements 

Garden 
demonstrates 

unique, attractive 

and functional 
design features. 

Garden 
demonstrates 2 of 

the following 

elements:  unique, 
attractive and 

functional design 
features. 

Garden 
demonstrates 1 of 

the following 

elements:  unique, 
attractive and 

functional design 
features. 

Garden 
demonstrates no 

creative elements.  

  

 

 

 



 

Explanation of Rubric: These are examples and do not represent every possible scoring 

scenario. 

• Water Conservation Principles: A 3 might utilize rain collection and distribution through a drip 

line  and utilize a mulch to protect from evaporation as well as a non-polluting method of 

fertilization and pest control. A 2 might use a dripline and mulch, avoids runoff. A 1 might only 

have a dripline. You can research other methods of water conservation such as rain gardens etc.  

 

• Soil Conservation Principles: Advanced soil conservation would include such things as a no-till 

practice, enriching soil with compost and organic matter, mulch to protect the soil, organic or 

chemical free methods of fertilization and pest control etc. 

 

• Edible Plant Composition: This is a contest to promote landscaping with edible/medicinal plants 

so the more the better.  

 

• Planting for Long Term: Use of perennials and native plants which are edible or medicinal are 

highly valued. Although using annuals is also encouraged.  

 

• Attractive Design: Creating an attractive landscape design while growing food in a sustainable 

way makes for a great way to use our natural resources.  Things to consider are bloom times, 

colors, heights and shapes placed in an aesthetically pleasing manner.  

 

• Creative Elements: This is where it gets fun! Think about how to create a unique appeal to your  

garden space using such elements as hardwoods, wicker, living or wattle fences, brick, cob, 

stone, concrete, trellises, water features, lighting, moss, wildlife, wood chips, sand, glass, straw, 

logs, steel, garden fairies or creatures, recycled materials, mazes, shapes, mandalas, feng 

shui……let your imagination lead you! 

 

This contest is open to all Washakie County Residents and Businesses. 

Judging will take place in Mid August. 

Prizes will be awarded to 1-3rd Place finalist. 

This event is sponsored by the Washakie County Conservation District  

and The Worland- Ten Sleep Chamber of Commerce.  

Call Janet at 307-347-2456 ext. 121 for more information.  


